OK, back for day 2, and what’s not to like about today, the sun is shinning, the birds are chirping, and the Nazis are warming the oven up, good times by all…. Today we attempt to tackle the WEST SIDDDDDEEEEEEE!!!!! From Inglewood to the LBC to Compton, this division is LOADED with the top names in the DDFFL (by the way, who made up these divisions again, oh yeah, the guy with absolute power and a total of 4 wins last year, hmmmmmm). You have the defending champs, the champ from 2 years ago, the loser in the championship game last year, and the Germans.

 

We’ll start out first with the Stunt Midgets, based on respect. Chris came from nowhere last year and ended up spending all our hard earned cash on expensive liquor and cheap women, or maybe the other way around I’m not sure. So will the champs stand tall this year, or still have trouble finding pants for his little legs…….

 

QB
A-   Trent Green could be crazy this year, that offense is just plain sick. People forgot this was the guy Vermeil picked not only for KC, but also for the “Lou” (sticking with the West Coast vibe here), until Green got hurt and some cat named Warner came aboard. Nothing is stopping Fiedler now that Griese got hurt. And Bulger will be leading the Rams by about week 5 or 6.

 

RB
B-   Well, I’m not sure how it happened but Chris is starting the two most up and down backs in the NFL, Alexander and Dillon both have the ability to rush for 200 with 4 tds any given week, they also are a sure bet to have one of those lines like 18 carries 26 yards. Should be a roller coaster ride this year for the midgets, and considering he doesn’t meet the height requirements, I’m gonad assume he stays off this ride, hence the grade. Great job picking up Morris to handcuff him with Alexander. I’m not even going to try to write about A-Train (and is he even good enough for a nickname?), that is a WHOLE other column.

 

WR
A-   Wow, Chris has the top 2 most talented receivers in the NFL in Moss and Plaxico, now what will that mean this season, big things!!!! Now there is always the possibility that their lack of mental prowess comes up and bites them in the ass, (I still remember Plaxico spiking a live ball, and for the love of God Moss RAN OVER a woman traffic cop!!!!) it seems as if both have at least their heads ON this year, maybe not on straight, but on. OK, Chris took some heat for the Morton pick, and I’m not justifying it by ANY MEANS, even though Morton had more STDs than receptions last year, at least there is potential, it’s just that Chris could have taken good old Johnnie boy about 3 to 20 rounds later, that pick could have been used somewhere else. Another victim to the Pennington injury, but Moss may benefit from the gun slinging Vinnie. Add that to Moss AND Plexliglass; I see no reason to worry/

 

TE
B+   Nice value picks with McMichael and Jones, I mean SOMEONE has to catch some passes for these 2 teams, right??? Well maybe not, but if there are, these will be the guys to do it.

 

K
B-  I know, I know, it’s not a B, but as of today Hayden Epstein lost his starting job, and is now turning on the oven for the Nazis, hence the downgrade, but hey it’s $1, he can change Kickers about 600 more times, and he’s still spending our money form last year.

 

Def
A-   Lots of guys, who put points on the board on this squad, should be there to squeak out a few wins in tight games for the Midgets this year.

 

Overall: B solid squad for Mr. Lawson, after the heartbreak in losing Vick, Chris cleaned up the spilled milk and put together a solid draft, I see no reason to think why he won’t contend for another playoff spot, repeating is SO hard to do, it’s a lot to easier to catch all the breaks for one year, but for things to happen JUST so twice is tough. I know from experience.

 

OK, ok, I cant resist, I cant wait any longer here is one mans humble (well maybe not so humble) opinion for our Jersey friends…

     Before we get to the report card, I couldn’t get this thought out of my head while the draft was happening. By now everyone knows the love um/hate um Nazis were DENIED from the playoffs this year. So what did they do to change their luck???? They are putting their hope on the SAME 2 GUYS!!!!! I Know, Peyton is a stud, and Marvin is even studlier, but are they going to EXPLODE like a Faulk or Culpepper??? Short answer, NO. You get what you see with these guys, they are GREAT football players, but there is no reason to think that they haven’t met their ceiling for production. They could AT LEAST saved $5 and kept Harrison. So now they have the same team with the same hopes, strong QB play, ABISMAL running game, but this year this team have WRs who are not even as good as the ones from last year. And in a feeble attempt to bolster their RBs, they take TRADE a guy who runs like a 3.2 40 who has nothing but UPSIDE written on him for a marginal RB. I just don’t see the logic, but hey what do I know, oh yeah, I won the league 2 years ago, and had the best record last year.

 

QB
B+   Peyton is great, no doubt about it, but aren’t these the guys that hate Kordell with every bone in their body??? And Carr is still running for his life with his O-line.

 

RB
D+   Lets get 1 thing straight about Willie Green before we appoint him pope. Last year he was a BUST!!!!! The Oranges were giving the majority of the carries to Jameel White for most of the season, and even had a guy named Ben Gay on the squad, then when the schedule got SOFT playing the worst run Ds in the league the gave good old Willie another shot, which he took advantage. In no way am I saying that this guy sucks, but I’m a little more hesitant putting my entire RB situation on a guy who had 4-5 solid games. And the reason I am devoting so much time to Professor Green is because the other guys are just 2nd stringers, and even though he picked up another “starter” in Mack, and Buckhalter is starting in NO WAY think these guys aren’t either splitting carries or have reason to think they are going to go off this year.

 

WR
B+  Marvin Harrison is the best in the game, no question about it, if you want to argue, just look at numbers. Is this guy the fastest? No. Is he the tallest who can jump the highest? No. Is he the flashiest? No. But he is just SO solid, it’s unreal, that’s why he’s going to the Hall. I like Price, with or without Vick, Doug Johnson can throw the ball, far. And Peerless can run, fast. Sounds like a good combo to me. Josh Reed has a lot to prove but did well in what chance he had last year. Maybe bump these guys to A-, but there are better out there.

 

TE
A-   He’s got Shockey, is talent is undeniable, if he would listen to our commish and just “Shut the F up”, head be golden. He’s the top 3, and I know the kid only caught 3 tds last year, but he WAS only a rookie, and everyone on the field knew he was going to get the rock, and he STILL had a solid season overall, with the emergence of Tooomer, Hilliard, and Cocktail, he’s got a chance to be #1 for a long time, especially with all those goal line looks.

 

K
B   see above

 

Def
A   His DL and LBs are the best in the DDFFL, but his corners are a victim of their own success. Surtain and Bailey are SO good covering their guys, opposing QBs don’t even look at their side of the field, limiting their tackles and INTs

 

Overall: C+ I’m pretty sure I’ve given my reasons as to what I think of the Team this year. It’s like they had a chance to redeem Normandy, but they still didn’t have enough troops on the beach to give more resistance. So for that, we still win the war, and by we, I mean the West division.

 

 

Ok, we move on to another stud in the league, every time you look to the top of the standings, you see the Legion, and what does that mean for the rest of the league……Doom. Ed didn’t get a chance to prove his team last year in the title getting bitten by the injury bug, but he’s back with a vengeance this year….

QB
C+   Now it’s hard to overlook what Matt Hasselbeck did at the end of last season, I compare it A LOT to Willie Green, I have a hard time basing my position on a guy who was hot for 5 weeks. Not saying the potential to be huge isn’t there, just a little hesitant to give out a spectacular grade on it. Wow, what happened to Garcia, from 1st round LOCK to being on the board in what? Round 8. From stud to old, bald, gay, and a bad back form riding the cowboys (and I DON’T mean the NFL team, I don’t think it’s a coincidence he plays is SF, home of the highest gay population in the nation). Could be a great value pick all the same though.

 

RB
A   As I said on draft day, Priest and my grandmother is a good RB 1+2. But much like many grandmas out there, Priest has the same hip. He’s looked good so far, but there is a BIG difference between wearing the yellow jersey in practice and having Romanowski punching you in the face then going and raping your sister on the sideline. So we’ll see how the holy intervention can hold up throughout the whole season. It would have been a GREAT idea to pick up LJ if I were Ed, but hindsight is 20/20, and that’s why I write these things. Now contrary to popular belief, Tiki isn’t that bad of a RB, Hell that’s ALL the Nazis had last year, and they almost snuck into the playoffs. He has no competition, and is on a potent offense in NY.

 

WR
A   Are you kidding me???? TO, Hines Ward, AND they robbed the Nazis of Lelie??? I’m not sure I even need to justify this grade. TO is the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd passing option in SF, and even though everyone knows it, they still can’t stop it. Hines Ward is the best WR on his team, and younger and faster than everyone thinks, and he plays on a TD machine offense. And so far with Lelie, speechless.

 

TE
A   Great pick with Heap, who many believe is the BEST TE in football, he just doesn’t call HOF coaches “homo”, or try to play semi-pro basketball like some other TEs in the league, but I agree with the heard, this guy is the best TE, and plays on a team that HAS to get him the ball to win. I like that situation. 

 

K
B   see above

 

Def
B   Quality up and down, no real superstars, but no one to hurt his chances either.

 

Overall: A- Quite possibility the class of the league. If Priest holds up, Ed is looking pretty good in his bid to take that last step toward redemption and that elusive DDFFL crown. I’m sure he wouldn’t mind taking this team up to jersey and competing in that league as well.

 

OK, now for the next team, I have to start with an apology, I forgot about the Love Mussels as a returning rookie from last year, but that does in no way entitle him to a favorable write up, hey the cards play themselves….

 

QB
B   Now Mr. Warner has looked good in the preseason, but his ball just doesn’t have that zip he had before he got hurt, and remember, he is only 1 helmet hitting his thumb from throwing ducks all over the field, and Bulger coming in for him. BUT Jon has a MORE than capable back-up with Bledsoe, so he’s OK either way, would have been in his best interest to pick up Bulger opposed to the washed up Brunell though.

 

RB
A   Great call with Portis last year, Ill eat my crow, I was one of the guy laughing when he took him in the 2nd round last year, now even though it took him a couple weeks to get in the game, he DOMINATED when he finally got there. For his RB2, a guy who was a top 3 RB pick last year, hasn’t got hurt, did NOTHING to justify him falling, so THAT is a great value, Batman Green could be top 5 this year.

 

WR
C   Basically put, Keyshawn does not deserve to be thrown the damn ball, he just isn’t THAT great, Stallworth MAY be great, but it won’t be until next year or 2, ESPECIALLY since he only has 1 leg to run, he’s always limping on that hamstring on the other one. Porter showed he is legit, but until Grandpa Brown and Rice year, he won’t be able to TRULY shine. Rice hit the dreaded 40, and Tai Streets hasn’t showed anything, yet.

 

TE
C+   Could be a B-, but what’s the difference, if it makes you feel better Jon, I originally put B-, just nitpicking. But hey, it’s only TE

 

K
B   if you don’t know by now….

 

Def
A   Nice “unit” (pun intended). Seriously, probably the class of the league in this department. Will win some games for the Throbbers this year.

 

Overall: B- I was thinking about the dreaded C-, but since I gave it for his tight lil end, I’ll bump him up for the overall and balance each other out. This team is solid, but in the tough West, playoffs are a long shot.

 

Now, last but not least, yours truly, hey I can’t help it, my team was last alphabetically. After stumbling in the playoffs in his defending championship season, the Waves try to get back the crown they so desperately covet. I’ll leave mine a little shorter since most of you think I’m going to be biased, and I’m SURE others will have an opinion on my squad.

 

QB
B+   3 guys who can start and produce every week. Maybe not “superstars” but have the potential by the end of the year.

 

RB
A+   Class of the league, has arguably the next Walter Payton in LT2, Henry was unreal last year, with Pennington out, Martin is the MAN in NYJ, and his RB 4, is the starter on the TD machine in Pit.

 

WR
B+   Much like the QB position has 5 guys who can light it up any given week, so you can’t go wrong with depth. May have the problem in starting the wrong guys certain week, but not a bad problem to have. All of the guys scream UPSIDE!!!

 

TE
C+  Ho hum, 2 old vets, much like most other teams in the DDFFL, not going to win any games, but not going to lose any either.

 

K
B   did I even have to post this???

 

Def
B   Now in all honesty, I lost some guys who went RIGHT before I was going to pick, so not as solid as I would have hoped, but there is some value there. Going to be very adequate, just not dominate.

 

Overall: B+ The Waves had a solid draft, they have the potential to crush some folks every week, and that’s all you can ask for. Even in the tough West I don’t see any reason I don’t make the playoffs for the 3rd straight year.

 

 

 

Well there you have it folks, a feeble attempt to turn into Poe, (I at least had the drinking part down of good old Edgar on draft night). Thank GOD I have spelling and grammar check, or my typos like “fibulia” get exposed, or you would have had bulletin material for the rest of the year. By no MEANS is this final, as they say, that’s why you play the games. But I’m shooting you straight, and it was all meant in fun. I’m sure I’ll see some in the local dives drinking on Sundays, and with the Board this year, WATCH OUT. So TDs to all, and to all a happy season.

 

Randy King

Owner  Title Waves     

